




FOUR-DAY FORECAST
WEDNESDAY

Light rain,
High: 47, Low: 38
Chance of Precip: 80%

THURSDAY
Showers,
High: 47, Low: 37
Chance of Precip: 60%

FRIDAY
Showers,
High: 43, Low: 34
Chance of Precip: 50%

SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy,
High: 44, Low: 30
Chance of Precip: 20%
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Few Answers
Community Seeks Details on 

Winthrop Plant Closing

BY MICHAEL HOHENBRINK

EDITOR

editor@bulletinjournal.com

WINTHROP Ñ It will impact the community.
That much is a given.
Just how much impact will be felt, though, remains up in 

the air.
Company officials announced late last week that Wilbert 

Plastic Services would be closing its Winthrop plant.
That announcement has community leaders trying to fig-

ure out how best to respond to the news. More than 100 
workers are affected by the planned plant closure, set to take 

See WINTHROP,  page 10
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INDEPENDENCE Ñ Across Iowa, the stateÕs 99 counties 
saw Republicans gather for county conventions, a tradition 
wherein party faithful gather to select delegates to district 
and state gatherings down the road and to draft a platform.

Their counterparts across the aisle will gather later this 
week for the Democratic county conventions.

The weekend gathering, held Saturday at the Independence 
Middle School for Buchanan County party members, was an 
in-party affair, a chance to get a feel for some of the candi-
dates who will be seeking voter support in the primary. 
Rebecca Wearmouth, who is seeking the office of Buchanan 
County Treasurer and Dan Rasmussen, who is seeking to 
return to the Iowa House of Representatives after being 
defeated in 2008, were among candidates who spoke during 
the event.

Rasmussen said he made the decision to seek the seat fol-
lowing the recent education issues that have arisen.

Returning to a familiar theme, Rasmussen stressed that 
the very nature of how Iowa funds schools needs a fresh 
look. Mergers and shared administration may help in the 
short term but are not going to fix the long-term systemic 
issues.

Rasmussen also voiced support for holding elected lead-
ers to the same standards they impose on the private sector.

Wearmouth stressed a vision of improved efficiency and 
better service for visitors to the office.

Wearmouth and Rasmussen were joined by several con-
tenders for the First District U.S. House of Representatives 
seat. The  seat is occupied by Rep. Bruce Braley who is in his 
first term.

Ben Lange of Independence, Brian Cook of Manchester 
and Mike LaCoste of Waterloo are among Republican chal-

lengers seeking the seat, and all three took time Saturday to 
present their case for why they should receive voter support.

Limited government and reduced federal spending were 
stressed by LaCoste.

ÒI believe in fiscal discipline,Ó said LaCoste.
A former independent voter, LaCoste said he had found 

his principles and those of the Republican party lining up. 
LaCoste was not hesitant to clearly identify his own princi-
ples as Òconservative,Ó a theme stressed by candidates 
Saturday who insisted on a strong vision for the party.

Cook expressed skepticism about the federal govern-
mentÕs forays into new areas of oversight.

ÒIt is not the responsibility of government to take care of 
voters from the cradle to the grave,Ó said Cook.

Citing the recent birth of his second daughter, Cook said 
voters needed to work in the interest of the next generation.

ÒWe need to make things better,Ó said Cook.
For Lange, a message of optimism was key.
ÒWe cannot be seen as the party of Ôno,ÕÓ he said.
Recent turnout at the caucus level, and key victories in 

other states, have given the party a new energy.
Calling voters Òfired up,Ó Lange said Republican chances 

were looking good.
ÒWe have excellent opportunities,Ó said Lange.
It was also a chance to craft a unified message ahead of 

the election season.
Some of the planks debated by Buchanan County 

Republicans included defense of marriage, education, defense 
of the unborn, support for abstinence education and a rejec-
tion of the embryonic form of stem cell research and human 
cloning, regulation of gambling and second amendment 
issues among the dozens of planks discussed, among others.

Editor's Note: The Buchanan County Democratic 
Convention is coming up Saturday. Look for coverage soon, 
only in the Independence Bulletin Journal.

Projects, Plats 
and Progress

BY JOHN KLOTZBACH

STAFF WRITER

news@bulletinjournal.com

INDEPENDENCE Ñ Monday's City Council meeting set 
the stage for a very busy year as it was filled with project
discussions, preliminary plats and public hearings, all in the
name of progress. 

The Council set March 22 for public hearings on acquir-
ing snow removal equipment and cost estimations for con-
structing T-hangars at the Municipal Airport. 

A public hearing to rezone land near the Jackson Green 
development along Jackson / 6th Av SW was set for April 12. 
April 12 was also going to be set to hear comments regarding
authority changes to the Mayor and City Manager positions,
but the motions were tabled due to some confusion about
what the council discussed in a workshop session and what 

Republicans Rally for Convention

Indee Wins First Place at NEIBA
Independence High School Jazz Groups and Jazz Orchestra have scored several recent big wins. Recent vic-
tories saw them win at the Tallcorn Festival, Coe Festival and NEIBA district jazz festival. IHS also has three 
students who made jazz All-State. Shown here, Independence students are pictured during their performance 
over the weekend as they went on to grab top honors ahead of the number two finisher, Vinton-Shellsburg. 
Pictured here: top row (l-r) on trumpets are Kayla Fleming, T.J. Peters, Luke Crawford, Kyle Harms; middle 
row with trombones are Peter Haverkamp and Aaron Allen and bottom row starting with sax to right of Mr. 
Lang are Lyndzi Roth, Ben Crawford, Kevin Mills and Julia Grover. Indee took 1st place in the NE Iowa dis-
trict festival, which automatically qualifies them for the state jazz championships. Also, TJ Peters was named 
outstanding soloist of the day. Check out Saturday's Independence Bulletin Journal for more on what is shap-
ing up to be a very successful winter for the program.
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Fleeting Moment
Jae Eun Kim, a senior from Seoul, Korea as TupTim 
and Ben Baron, a senior from Walker, as Lun Tha 
were among youth from Cono Christian School per-
forming in "The King and I." Also performing this 
weekend were students from North Linn who put on 
a variety show at the high school. Check out scenes 
from both events, only in today's Independence 
Bulletin Journal. Coming Saturday, the Independence 
High School Musical "Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat."

PHOTO BY MICHAEL HOHENBRINK


